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strolled about the fashionable promenade among the backs
and beaux, and heard all that was going on, and saw the
scandal-makers nod their heads together, and the officers
now and then arrange a duel, and Ljdia Languish ransack
the circulating libraries. They were all about in those
lively streets, Mrs. Malaprop deranging her epitaphs, and
Sir Lucius with his pistols always ready, and the little
waiting-maid tripping about the scene with Bella's letters
and Broken Vows under her arm. The young gentleman
swaggering among them saw everything without knowing
it, and remembered those familiar figures when the time
came; but in the meanwhile did nothing, living pleasantly
with his young sisters, no doubt very kind to them, and
spending all the money the girls could spare out of their
little housekeeping^ and falling in love, the most natural
amusement of all

It is wrong, however, to say that he was entirely idle.
At Harrow lie had formed an intimate friendship with a
youth more ambitions than himself, the Nathaniel Halhed
whom Dr. Parr chronicles as having " written well in Latin
and Greek." With this young man Sheridan entered into
a sort of literary partnership both in classical translation
and dramatic composition. Their first attempt was a farce
called Jupiter; the subject being the story of Ixion, in
which, curiously enough, the after-treatment of the Critic
is shadowed forth in various points, the little drama being
in the form of a rehearsal before a tribunal not unlike that
to which Mr. Puff submits his immortal tragedy. Simile,
the supposed author, indeed, says one or two things which
are scarcely unworthy of Puff. The following passage oc-
curs in a scene in which he is explaining to his critics the
new fashion of composition, how the music is made first,
"the sense" afterwards (a process no ways astonish-s worked with his father, Richard
